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Numbers help us understand the scope of the solutions we’re pursuing.
Individual stories help us understand the impact those solutions have
in a young person’s life. Here is 12-year-old Dani’s story.

Dani* is a very young survivor of sex trafficking who was referred
to Chelsea, an Organization for Prostitution Survivors advocate,
by the court. She had been removed from her home after she was
identified as a victim of an online sex trafficking ring. Dani has
made incredible progress in her healing since being removed from
her parents despite all that she has experienced. She has been
attending school regularly, and meets weekly with Chelsea at the
foster home where she lives.

The two of them create art together and sing along to 80's hits
(her favorite). Dani has had challenges regulating her emotions
and attempts to run away when she feels triggered. This is

something Chelsea has been supporting her with in finding other

ways to self-soothe that protect her safety and well being.

In one session, Dani looked at Chelsea and stated "I am a
trafficking survivor. I am a survivor." Chelsea promptly responded
with, "You are a survivor. A powerful strong survivor who can be
and do anything she wants in this world." This was a monumental
breakthrough for Dani in the process of identifying that what
happened to her was not her fault. She has struggled with
understanding that what happened to her should have never
happened. This was a moment where she was able to see herself as a

survivor and not someone who "deserved" this.

“This moment, this powerful breakthrough is a result of the grant from
StolenYouth. Your funding has allowed OPS the honor and privilege of
supporting youth experiencing CSEC to receive healing and empowerment
after being robbed of their power in egregious and unfathomable ways.”

~ Chelsea, OPS Youth Advocate

*Name and some details changed to protect privacy



